Custom vs. Off-the-Rack Wedding Dresses: Which Is Actually Cheaper?

If you are a bride shopping for wedding dresses in the Grand Rapids area, you have
probably asked yourself this exact question:

“Is it cheaper to buy a wedding dress off the rack, or order a custom wedding dress?”

Most brides automatically assume that off-the-rack is the cheaper option and that custom
wedding dresses are only for luxury brides with massive budgets. After helping thousands
of brides over the years at Timeless Bridal Boutique, I can honestly tell you... that is not
always true.

In fact, many brides are shocked to learn that ordering a handmade custom wedding dress
can actually SAVE money in the long run.

The Biggest Mistake Brides Make When Comparing Dress Prices

The biggest mistake I see brides make is only looking at the sticker price of the dress itself.

A bride will walk into a bridal boutique and think:
“This dress is only $400 off the rack! I'm saving so much money!”



But what many brides do not realize is that alterations are the hidden expense that sneaks
up on almost everyone.

At Timeless Bridal Boutique, most of our handmade custom ordered wedding dresses are
still $1,000 or less — and many include customizations that eliminate expensive alterations
later.

Bridal Alterations Are More Expensive Than Most Brides Expect
Almost every wedding dress needs alterations.

Even if a dress is ordered to your measurements, alterations are still part of the bridal
process because every bride’s body is unique. Alterations are what take a dress from
“pretty” to “perfect.”

Wedding gowns are not simple pieces of clothing. They have layers upon layers of fabric,
structure, boning, lace, beadwork, lining, and intricate details that often have to be
completely taken apart and rebuilt by hand.




How Custom Wedding Dresses Can Actually SAVE You Money

One of the things that makes Timeless Bridal Boutique unique is that we customize dresses
BEFORE they are made.

That means instead of reconstructing a finished dress later through alterations, we can
often make those changes upfront for a fraction of the cost.

For example:

« Raising necklines

* Adding sleeves

¢ Lining sheer bodices

¢ Adjusting train lengths

¢ Adding straps

» Modest neckline changes
¢ Changing skirt fullness

¢ Adding glitter

¢ Color changes




A Real Bride Example
One of my brides, Amy, fell in love with a dress in my boutique.

The dress was $800 whether she purchased the sample off the rack or ordered it new.
She desperately wanted buttons added all the way down the back of the gown.

I quoted her $25 to have the designer add the buttons while making her dress. Her total
would have been $825 plus tax, but before deciding, she contacted a seamstress to ask how
much it would cost to add buttons later if she purchased the off-the-rack sample instead.
The seamstress quoted her around $150. Suddenly, the “cheaper” off-the-rack option would
have totaled around $950 before additional alterations.

Affordable Does NOT Mean Cheap
Affordable does NOT mean poor quality.

Our gowns are handmade using beautiful fabrics, lace, structure, and details comparable to
designer wedding dresses — but without the luxury markup.



When [ was a bride myself, I wanted a custom luxury look on a budget... and honestly, I
could not find it anywhere.

That experience is one of the biggest reasons I created Timeless Bridal Boutique.

My Honest Advice to Every Bride
Trust your bridal consultant. Trust the process. And budget properly for both your gown
and alterations.

This is not like walking into Target, grabbing a dress off the rack, and wearing it the next
day. Handcrafted wedding gowns take time. Custom wedding gowns take time. Alterations
take time.

Do not panic if your dress needs tailoring when it arrives. That does NOT mean something is

wrong.



At the end of this process, you will walk away with something incredibly special:

A gorgeous, handcrafted wedding dress designed for your body, your vision, and your love
story.

If you are searching for affordable custom wedding dresses in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Timeless Bridal Boutique would love to help you create your dream gown in a private,
comfortable, no-pressure environment where your vision truly matters.
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